CTA Practical Guide Series, No. 4

For more information contact:

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MoARD)
P.O.Box 62347, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251-115-518040, Fax: +251-115-512984

E-mail: moa@telecom.net.et

National Agricultural Advisory Services (NAADS)
P.O.Box 25235, Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256-41-345440/345065/345066, Fax: +256-41-347843
E-mail: naads@iwayafrica.com, Website: www.naads.or.ug

Animal Diseases Research Institute (ADRI)
P. O.Box 9254, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Tel: +255-22-2863 104/2864394, Fax: c/o (255-22) 2865312
E-mail: adri@raha.com

Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI)
PO.Box 5781, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254-(0)20-4183301-20/4183720, Fax: +254-(0)20-4183344
E-mail: resource.center@kari.org, Website: www.kari.org

The ACP-EU Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA)
1

I CTA

partageons les connaissances au profit des communautés rurales

sharing knowledge, improving rural livelihoods

P.O.Box 380, 6700 A] Wageningen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0) 317-467100, Fax: +31(0)317-460067
E-mail: cta@cta.int, Website: www.cta.int

CTA is financed by the European Union.

* ¥
* * ‘
* * %
* * A
* ok

© CTA 2007 - ISSN 1873-8192

The information in this guide can be freely reproduced for non-commercial use, if credited as coming from
CTA. Reproduction for commercial use requires prior authorization from CTA.

Improved Practices in Rearing
Indigenous Chickens










CTA Practical Guide Series, No. 4

Improved Practices in Rearing Indigenous Chickens

Indigenous chickens play an important role in the livelihoods of most rural families in Eastern
Africa. Despite increased use of commercial breeds by large-scale producers, around three-
quarters of chickens in the region are indigenous breeds.

Facts about indigenous chickens

* Meat and eggs are tastier and preferred by most consumers to those obtained from
commercial breeds

Initial investment is less than that needed to keep commercial breeds

More tolerant of harsh conditions, including diseases, than commercial breeds

Can be fed on cheap, locally available feeds

When allowed to range freely, they need little feeding or other care

Women and youth often control income from chickens

Local markets are readily available for both eggs and chickens

Droppings are rich in nutrients: can be used for compost making, pond fertilizing and as
feed for livestock.

Why improved management?

+ Survival rate of chicks can be increased from three to eight out of ten.

* If you hatch your eggs and sell chicks, earnings can be much higher (up to 7-times higher)
than if you simply sell the eggs.

+ Simultaneous hatching of hens (so all chicks hatch at the same time) makes planning for
vaccinations easier.

* By cooperating with nelghbours farmers with small flocks can access vaccines at more
affordable rates.

*  Planning your production'to meet hlgh seasonal demand — such as at Christmas, Easter
and other festivals can greatly increase your: profits, .4 s

* If hens are prevented from hatchmg theit ‘Gwn eggs or brooﬂmg chicks, they will start to
lay again more: qwckly after just 21 days, mstead of the usual three months.
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